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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY – GLOBAL STUDIES: 2023-24 
 

Students admitted with an M.A. in Global Studies or a related discipline earned at a comparable Research I institution 
may be awarded subject credit for previously completed coursework. Students’ prior work will be evaluated during the fall 
quarter upon admission to the program. 
 
In addition to departmental requirements, candidates for graduate degrees must fulfill University requirements described in 
the ‘Graduate Education’ section of the UCSB General Catalog. A total of 60.0 units are required for the Global Ph.D. 
program. All courses should be at the 200-level or above, although exceptions may be granted on a case-by-case basis, 
to allow upper division undergraduate courses to count as part of the doctoral program. All courses must be completed 
with a grade of B or better. Time-to-degree: 4 years to advance to candidacy, 6 years to complete the degree. 
 
 

CORE SEMINARS (16.0 UNITS TOTAL) 

COURSE # COURSE NAME UNITS GRADE 

GLOBL 210 Global Racial Justice 4.0  

GLOBL 221 Global Political Economy, Development, and Environment  4.0  

GLOBL 222 Global Culture, Ideology, and Religion 4.0  

GLOBL 223 Global Governance, Human Rights and Civil Society 4.0  

 
 

THEORIES AND METHODS (12.0 UNITS TOTAL) 

COURSE # COURSE NAME UNITS GRADE 

GLOBL 220 History and Theory of Globalization  4.0  

GLOBL 224 Research Methods  4.0  

GLOBL 229 Logics of Inquiry   4.0  

 
 

PRIMARY AREA OF SPECIALIZATION (12.0 UNITS TOTAL) 
Students take a minimum of 8 units (offered by the Department of Global Studies) in their chosen field of 
concentration:  Global Culture, Ideology, Religion; Global Political Economy, Development, Environment; or 
Global Governance, Human Rights, Civil Society.  
 
Student’s selected Primary Area of Specialization: ________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE # COURSE NAME UNITS GRADE 

  4.0  

  4.0  

 

http://www.global.ucsb.edu/phd


SECONDARY AREA OF SPECIALIZATION (12.0 UNITS TOTAL) 
Students take a minimum of 12 additional units (offered inside or outside the Department of Global Studies) in a 
disciplinary or interdisciplinary field that complements their work in Global Studies. These units are drawn from 
seminars and/or directed reading and independent study. 
 
In consultation with the advising committee, the student’s designated Secondary Area of Specialization: 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE # COURSE NAME UNITS GRADE 

  4.0  

  4.0  

  4.0  

 
 

SEMINAR ELECTIVES and/or DISSERTATION ADVISING (12.0 UNITS TOTAL) 
Students take a minimum of 12 additional units of graduate seminars (offered inside or outside the Dept. of 

Global Studies or a combination of both). These units can also be fulfilled through directed reading and 
independent study and are intended to complement a student’s primary and secondary areas of specialization.  

 

COURSE # COURSE NAME UNITS GRADE 

  4.0  

  4.0  

  4.0  

 
 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT 

Ph.D. students must demonstrate reading proficiency in at least one language other than English, 
which may be satisfied in one of the following ways: 
 

1) English translation of a 500-word page on a topic in the student’s areas of specialization, 
chosen by the student’s Committee Chair, and assessed by either the Chair of a specialized 
examiner. 

2) a 4-6 page double-spaced English summary (1,000-1,500 words), written over a single 
weekend, on a topic in the student’s areas of specialization chosen by the student’s 
Committee Chair, and assessed by either the Chair or a specialized examiner. 

 
Language:  ____________________  Language requirement satisfied on (date): ________________ 
 

 
 

ADVANCEMENT TO CANDIDACY/DISSERTATION RESEARCH 
 

By the end of the second year students must submit a Plan for Advanced Study to their qualifying 
examination committee for approval, which outlines the steps the student will take, in addition to the 
completion of course requirements, to satisfy the three requirements for advancement to candidacy.  
Advancement to candidacy will normally occur by the end of the fourth year of residence upon 
successful completion of the following: 
 

• a written qualifying examination based on a reading list of significant items in the student’s 
area of concentration drawn up by the student and approved by their committee 

• a paper of 30-40 pages focusing on some issue, topic, or problem pertinent to the student’s 
secondary area of specialization and utilizing methods appropriate to that area 

• a dissertation prospectus on which the student will be orally examined by their committee 
 



The student’s dissertation committee will be composed of at least three UC Academic Senate 
members, with a tenure-track faculty member from the student’s major (home) department serving as 
chair or co-chair. At least two members of every doctoral or committee must be tenure-track faculty. 
The chair of the committee and one other shall be core faculty in Global Studies, but to emphasize the 
interdisciplinary nature of this degree the third faculty member should normally be from an outside 
department.  
 

The final requirement for the doctoral program is for the candidate to complete a dissertation, which 
must be an original work based on independent research and an oral defense. 
 
 
Ph.D. Committee Chair:                                  
 

Member or Co-Chair:   
 

Member:  
 
+ Member:                                                                     Exam passed on (date): __________________ 
                                                                                                                                        

 
 

 
Ph.D. DEGREE REQUIREMENTS SATISFIED: ___________________ 
                                                                                      (Quarter/Year) 

 
Department Chair or Graduate Advisor SIGNATURE: _____________________________ 
 
                                                                            
                                                              Print Name:  _____________________________ 

 


