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In different periods of history the most powerful economy and civilization left its imprint on the connected 
world creating the impression that globalization was their creation. Like Roman, Mongol or British empire 
before it the US too was seen as the creator of the globalized world. Now China is seen as the principle 
globalizer. But the reality is more complex - and interesting - than such description suggests. This dialog 
between two experts on globalization will explore the current nature of globalization, in relation to such 
topics as the relative power of China and the United States, U.S. foreign policy, and China as a key 
campaign issue in the coming 2008 elections. 
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Ambassador Derek Shearer is currently Chevalier Professor of Diplomacy and World Affairs at Occidental 
College in Los Angeles, and serves as Director of Global Affairs. He is also a senior fellow at the Center for Public 
Diplomacy located at the University of Southern California's Annenberg School. Ambassador Shearer served in the 
Clinton administration as an economics official in the Commerce Department, and then as Ambassador to Finland 
(1994-97), helping coordinating strategy to the Nordic-Baltic region and the hosting of the Clinton-Yeltsin summit in 
Helsinki. After diplomatic service, Ambassador Shearer was a fellow at the Economic Strategy Institute and then at 
the Woodrow Wilson Scholars Center in Washington, DC, and served as a foreign policy advisor to Vice President 
Gore during the 2000 Presidential campaign. He has published widely in major newspapers and periodicals. 
 
Nayan Chandra is the director of publications at the Yale Center for the Study of Globalization and the editor of 
YaleGlobal Online. He was associated with the Hong Kong-based magazine the Far Eastern Economic Review as 
reporter, diplomatic correspondent and editor. He is the author of Brother Enemy: The War After the War and Bound 
Together: How Traders, Preachers, Adventurers and Warriors Shaped Globalization (Yale University Press, 2007) 
along with over a dozen books on Asian politics, security and foreign policy. He is the winner of the 2005 Shorenstein 
Award for Journalism. 


