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Louise Richardson is the senior Executive Dean of the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at 
Harvard University, where she is responsible for the coordination of academic and administrative activities 
and the strategic management of administrative operations. She is also a senior lecturer in government at 
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at Harvard University, and a lecturer at Harvard Law School.

Her research focuses on international security, with an emphasis on terrorist movements; her most recent 
research involves the study of patterns of terrorist violence, including the lessons to be derived from earlier 
experiences with terrorism.  She is an outstanding teacher; her Harvard undergraduate course on “Terror-
ist Movements in International Relations” won the Levenson best teacher prize, and she has also received 
teaching awards from the American Political Science Association, Harvard’s Roslyn Abramson Award, 
and awards from the Bok Center for Teaching Excellence.

She has written widely on issues of terrorism, security, and international relations, and serves on the edito-
rial board of the journals Security Studies and Democracy and Security, and is coeditor of the SUNY Press series on terrorism. Her 
research has been recognized with awards from the Ford Foundation, the Milton Fund, the Sloan Foundation, the Center for European 
Studies, the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, and the United States Institute of Peace.  Dr. Richardson received her Ph.D. 
from Harvard University.

For more information on the Mellichamp Lecture Series, please visit us online:
http://www.hfa.ucsb.edu/mellichamp_lectures.html
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